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2019 Observations
There was a time, years ago, when folks knew their
neighbors. Neighbors looked after one another,
families, our elderly, and the children of the
community (I enjoy the term, ‘free range kids’, I was
one of them). We and our neighbors would
occasionally stop at the local grocer, butcher shop or
barber, not only to pick up the food that we were
sent to get for, but also, frequently, simply to catch
up on the community news and the well-being of our
neighbors. Our communities were safe, and our
neighborhoods were connected, friendly places to live, with a genuine, shared care and
concern of the well-being of our neighbors.
A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to attend the semi-annual conference of the National
Town Builders Association (NTBA) in Denver, Colorado. The membership of the NTBA
includes fellow New Urbanism community developers, consultants, and followers of
neotraditional town builders and communities. One of the featured speakers at the Denver
roundtable raised the question of the authenticity of new urbanism communities. Through
great discussion, we came to the conclusion that the authenticity of a community is based on
the neighborhoods that are envisioned, promised and delivered. In a statement, authenticity
is the sincerity of the intent and making of the community.
An amusing, yet insightful part of this NTBA discussion involved Disney World. Much as
Disney’s Mainstreet USA is promised as an amusement park, with the vision of a yesteryearstyled Main Street, it’s a contrived, romanticized Main Street, yet a tremendously successful
amusement park, which is the promise from Disney. We deemed it, completely authentic.
Main Street USA was envisioned, designed and created as an iconic, memorable destination
within the amusement park. Through our group discussion, I came to understand that what
was promised was delivered as a cleverly designed educational and entertaining
environment. This discussion brought with it a better understanding of what we do as
visionaries and Placemakers.

Shortly after returning from the NTBA conference, Evans Farm and Orange Township had the
pleasure of hosting the Midwest Chapter of the Congress of New Urbanism (CNU MW) at
Evans Farm. Over the course of the day, we met many terrific folks who share our passion of
creating special places and special communities. We had the pleasure of giving a walking tour
to our guests (in a cold driving rain no less) featuring how the neighborhoods of Evans Farm
were planned around parks, sustainability efforts in the community, and environmental
themes.
After escaping the rain, and warming up a bit, Michele Boni, the Director of Orange Township
Planning and Zoning, presented the challenges of the zoning process with a new urbanism
community, such as Evans Farm. Through the course of Michele’s presentation and the group
dialogue, we understood that the Evans Farm community, and every community for that
matter, is a compilation of many efforts. We highlighted that, had it not been for the early
town center vision of many local residents, as captured in the Orange Township
Comprehensive Plan, and, frankly, the courage of many Orange and Berlin Township officials,
and County officials, the vision of Evans Farm could have been diluted or, perhaps, dashed at
any time along the process.
As we begin construction on Section 2, it’s great fun to
walk through the growing first phase of our
community, with our many homes and residents, and
appreciate the Place that was promised and is in the
process of being delivered. It’s wonderful to walk
through the community and chat with a friendly
neighbor or a new visitor. The styles and designs of
our new homes are diverse, unique and are appreciated
for their fine architectural design. Sure, we’ve heard
the description that we are creating Mayberry, and we’ve probably used that analogy a time
or two over the years. We like to think that we’ve taken the best qualities of many places,
neighborhoods, and communities, as well as taken the best our creative ideas and designs to
promise and deliver a safe, caring, and genuinely great place to call home!
Thank you to all! Have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! – Tony Eyerman, Developer

Home for the New Year
Evans Farm has recently posted an “available homes” section on our website. The houses
showcased on this website are those that the builders have indicated to us, are for sale. Many
of these homes are “move-in ready” with a few still being under construction. Currently, we
have 17 homes listed by 9 different builders ranging from $441K to $1.29M. From Craftsman
style to a Bungalow to Farmhouse, your style of house may be available here in Evans Farm!

Residential Development Update
Our builders are “raising the roof(s)” here at Evans Farm! Over the past couple months, we
have had over 10 homes start construction with others expected to start in the next month or
so. Some of these houses will be spec homes/available for purchase, while others have been
designed with help from the homeowner.
Evans Farm builders have started or completed
construction on nearly 60 homes. A total of 22 of
these homes are occupied with several others
owned by individuals/families awaiting
completion. It is very exciting to watch Phase 1
“fill in”, while we are working on Phase 2.
Phase 2 construction began in late October and
will continue through the majority of 2020. The
first lots will become available in spring of this
upcoming year with others opening up during
different sections throughout 2020. If you are interested in one of the Phase 2 lots, please
make sure to contact our office, so we can discuss reserving the lot of your dreams!

Upcoming 2020 Events

Join us at Evans Farm with a spring craft, just a few weeks before the spring season. Each
participant will create a piece of art that they will be able to take home. Space will be limited,
so make sure to follow us on Facebook or watch our website for registration updates! There
will be a registration fee to cover the cost of the crafting materials. The craft has yet to be
finalized but when that happens, the Evans Farm Facebook page and website will be updated
and registration will open at that time. If you would like to be notified first, please send an
email with your name and email address to Kristin Piper at kpiper@evansfarmoh.com.

Built Around You.

2019 in Review
The Evans Farm community had an exciting and eventful 2019! In addition to the events
pictured below, other Evans Farm events included Rain Barrel Painting (January), Spring
Preview (March), a visit from Congressman Troy Balderson (March), Construction Preview
(April), and our Christmas Open House (December). Follow us on Facebook & Instagram and
watch for updates on our website to see what is in store at Evans Farm for 2020!
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